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Imagine that you own a house and you want to start a big project to build an
add-on for a family member who will stay with you. You have very little
know-how and resources. Then, you get a letter from a reputable local
contractor who tells you the house is covered with both the cost and the
workers. They arrive and lay the foundation and begin building! You can go on
with your life and keep doing what you were doing.

Take a deep breath and know that this is our state of life in Christ Jesus.
Philippians is about Him who will complete the job he began in you.

This is a book in the middle of the New
Testament is a letter (epistle) written by Paul
from prison.

Paul, formerly Saul, was a high-ranking
Jewish leader who knew about Israel
and the Law and violently opposed the
early church, throwing people into
jail. One day, the resurrected Jesus



appeared to Paul on a road and confronted him, causing Paul to change
dramatically into an apostle for Jesus. Notice the references on the slide above
if you want to look up more info about his conversion. Later, Paul went on three
missionary journeys and on the second journey, he planted the church in
Philippi. Later, he was arrested and sent to Rome for a trial in front of Nero.
Today would be like going before the U.S. Supreme Court.

Paul was preaching the gospel.
Whenever the gospel enters a
culture, disruption happens
because cultures have their own
unique cultural systems. Paul
was accused of trouble-making
and stirring up riot; Rome
wanted an illusion of peace that
everything was under control.

The letter says Paul is in proximity to Caesar and was guarded by the Caesar’s
palace guards. Those around him were actually encouraged by Paul’s presence.
He is expecting a final decision from his trial in order to free him so he could
see the Philiopians again.

Prison in Rome was like being under
house arrest. He couldn’t leave and
was required to provide his own care
through friends/family around him.
After the trial, a person would either be
executed or freed so, basically,
imprisonment for Paul was a waiting
time to find out if he would live or die.

Although Paul is imprisoned, he is free
to share the gospel.



Philippi was steeped in Roman
history. 100 yrs before this was the
Battle of Philippi in 42 BC where the
Roman republic became the Roman
empire. Notice this was a ROMAN
community of gentiles with few Jews
and no synagogue. Nevertheless, Paul
establishes a church there.

The believers are very dear to Paul
and very generous to him. They had
been believers for about 10 yrs
when this letter was written in
61-62 AD. These people also gave
to other believers around the region
and sent Epahproditis to help Paul.

The purpose of the letter was to send
the Philippians updates and meditations
on who Jesus is as well as a way for
Epaphritis to come home because he
was sick.



If you have received a hand-written letter this year (2024), you probably
remember it because today such letters are very rare. This was similar to 62
AD!. I think this letter from Paul was very dear to the Philippians, like this letter

I received from 4-year-old Lucy
Sommitz.

Here, Lucy is thanking me for some
stickers I gave her. Notice she uses most
of the stickers in the letter she writes to
me!

Epaphroditus is in danger when he brings Paul money and likewise when he
delivers this letter back to the Philippian church.

This is a standard greeting but don’t
miss all the meanings! Timothy is
helping Paul with the writing; they are
introduced as servants in this letter (as
opposed to apostles in other letters):
their identity is as servants. The
Philippain’s identity is as “God’s holy
people.” Grace and peace from the Lord

Jesus…important because no longer is Caesar their Lord.

When Paul met Jesus, it changed his
trajectory and relationship with God. We
have this today in the form of
engagement rings: you don’t have to
accept such a ring. But if you receive it,
the whole trajectory of life changes. An
engagement ring represents grace and
change. Likewise, when we receive

Jesus, we receive peace and grace leading to contentment: this peace could be



freedom from war or internal peace that is free from anxiety. However, here it’s
neither of those but instead is Paul is talking about the foundation (in the
Shema) where the concept of “God is One” represents reality. Therefore, we can
be content despite our circumstances. The Roman government built their peace
on military conquest but Jesus offers a different kind of peace.

Paul is a partner with the Philippians
even though they aren’t with them.
They aren’t ashamed of him, they
send him gifts, they welcome him
when he comes, they give to others
which means a lot to Paul.

The “day” refers to the Day of Judgment:
Paul is hopeful they will stand before
Jesus and be fully ready when this day
comes.

Partnership is like koinonia.



This is a prayer with three
sections: love reminds us of
the Shima, loving God with all
we are, not with mushy
feelings. This is expressed in
art and in soul,bo dy, mind,
and action. This is a
multi-faceted love that he
wants them to develop.

Knowledge is in the mind but also in relationships. You can know a person and
the facts: knowing who God is so they can:

They can clearly understand what
to believe and how to behave. In
Rome, everything was defined by
Rome and they were called into
questions all the time. They
needed discernment daily: we
need to know God and be
anchored in truth. God wants them

to be pure and blameless.

Pure: I have khaki pants and they all get stained. They are light and they show
everything but the stains are hard to see in regular light. However, when you
hold things in the sunlight, you can see the spots and treat the stain. This is like
us with Jesus: he is calling us into the sunlight so we can see impurities and be
clean.

Blameless: this means not being a stumbling block to someone else: a straight
road that we don’t trip other people up on. This is for the day of Christ, the
add-on to their house. This is a building plan for the Philippians’ way of life.



You cannot force fruit. God
will lay the foundation and
he will build it into their
lives.

This completes the introduction.
The invitation to the Philippians is
to continue to partner with Jesus the
way they partnered with Paul. If you
have workers at your house and you
don’t keep the trash picked up and
open the doors, then they cannot
work. This is also true with Jesus.

The invitation to us to take heart
that he who began a good work
will complete it. Some of us think
we started our faith journey and
must work hard to complete it. We
feel responsible for our lives and
that of others. We also think we
have to lay foundations in the lives
of others, too. But we can take

heart and relax. We can lean in and partner with Jesus.



This is what happens when
we meet together, both on
Sundays and other times.
We can also practice these at
home. They might change
season-to-season.

We correct false beliefs.

When Jesus shines the light on a sin, we
confess it and walk in obedience and are
shaped by community where we offer our
gifts. These are other ways, as well. But if
you think about what we do here on a
Sunday, which parts do we take home with
us? Conversely, in what ways do we

dismantle what we do on Sunday in our homes or push against what God is
doing in our lives?


